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PHUKET COMMUNITY LIFESTYLE DISPLAY SECTION

HISTORY OF PHUKET

g
¢l Phuket is the name being used publicly since 1909 A.D. to replace an original name, 7 Phukeﬂ ,in Thai (means 1 crystal cityT ) which
agreed with the meaning of the word of 1 ManigramI . The name given to this city by the Tamil people as shown in the Tamil inscription dated

back to 6th century A.D. Phuket was known by sailors who were using a sea route that runs between China and India passing the Malay Peninsula.
PtolemyT s the oldesttl geography book and navigation maps documents, describe that a journey from the Suvarnabhumi peninsula to the Malay
peninsula must come across the T Junk Ceylon peninsula‘ﬂ ( named 1 Silan? 1 SalangT 1 ChalangT ort ThalangT ,
which is at present Phuket island).

¢l The prosperity of Phuket came from the tin ore, by which the world market demands never ceased. Therefore, in the waves of immigrations not only
Europeans (Portuguese, Dutch, French and English)8l came in the region but also Chinese immigrants where flooding into town to seek their fortune in
mining, especially the Fujian Chinese people (called Hokkian people by Thai pronunciation) from nearby countries like Singapore and Penang, or from
China itself. These Chinese people settled in Phuket and blended their own culture into the local culture, providing a uniqueness to the region, such as
Sino-Portuguese architecture, gl cuisine,tl garb, tradition and culture past on from one generation to another, thus resulting in its magical charm that
still lasts to date. Presentlytl Phuket is designated asl  The pearl of the Andamani , @ world renowned tourist city. The city is best known for its
reputation of breath-taking scenery, beautiful beaches, and the crystal-clear blue water, with all the supporting infrastructure to provide tourists with
convenient and pleasant holidays.

¢ 2 Phuket has its status as one of Thailandl s southern provinces and it is not only an island province in Thailand but also the biggest island in the
country. It lies on the western seaboard of Thailand, Andaman sea region and the Indian ocean. The island has an approximate total area of 543
square kilometers, with the longest distance of 48.7 kilometers from north to south, and the broadest distance of 21.3 kilometers from east to west.
Phuket province is composed of three administrative sub-districts namely Muang, Thalang, and Kathu districts.
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SINO-PORTUGUESE ARCHITECTURE CHARACTERISTICS

¢l Sino-Portuguese clearly has distinguishable characters, both on an exterior design and interior area utilization. Sino-Portuguese buildings found in
this city can be classified into three categories; public building including offices, manor houses, and commercial buildings. These three types of
buildings were constructed extensively during the reign of H.M. King Chulalongkorn the Great (Rama V) to the early period of H.M. King Ananda
Mahidol (Rama VIII) and most of these buildings are two-storey (later, there were some three-storey buildings being built). The main structure, a wall or
a plastered brick wall with over 60 centimeters thickness, can be used to give weight support for the entire building. (However, buildings with
reinforced concrete structure were found at a later date.) Using a weight supporting structure gives much strength to these firm-looking buildings. They
havet! steep sloped rooftops paved with v-shaped ceramic roof tiles facing up and down. Most of the door and window frames are on the ground floor,
they were based on Chinese architecture with wild nature pattern engravings, teaming with Chinese mythical trees and creatures. Ventilation slits over
these frames are intentionally chamfered to resemble the shape of small bats. As for the top floor, there are tall wooden slatted windows with their lower
frames extended to the ground, this style is being called 1 French-styled windowl . Decorative pattern appearing on their walll s stuccowork
are adapted from neo-classic or renaissance European architecture. There are pilasters decorated with classic Roman and Greek styles such as
Corinthian, Doric, lonic {{Tuscan, Composite}} including decorations on window arches. These decorative patterns are a mixture of each epoohT s
style in one building (called eclecticism in the west).

¢l Another significant component of the building called Sino-Portuguese is the terrace or roof covered balcony providing good ventilation and weather
sheltering. This building component could also be called 1 Ngo—KakiI orl  Arcadel . However, these walk-ways are barricaded at present
except the ones on Thalang road, Krabi road, and Dibuk

road.2 & ¢ &l ¢ &l ¢ £l ¢ £l ¢l £l €l el Bl Bl e Bl el Bl el Bl £l Bl el el el Bl el el el el el el el el el el el el el el el el el el el el el el el el el el el el el el el el el el el el elelelelelele
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¢l There are several Sino-Portuguese styled buildings in Phuket, comprising a police station (Phromthep information center) with a clock tower on top,
Standard Chartered Bank,2 Phuket Taihua school(original site), Phuket Fujian Chinese union association, On-On hotel, and Ek Vanich building, most of
them are well maintained with an intact structure.

¢l As for manor houses, called in Fujian and Chaozhou tongue as 1 Ang mo laot (Ang mo means red-hair, imply to western people. Lao means
building). Some of these buildings can still be found in Phuket, but most of them are in a state of disrepair or receivedtl minimal maintenance with only
a few sites being carefully preserved.

¢l The commercial buildings are still a common sight in Phuket municipality; most of them are in Chinese style mixed with neo-classic style.
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EMERGENCE OF THE EARTH DISPLAY SECTION

AN ORIGIN OF THE SUN

¢l The solar system was formed in the midst of space, when an unnamed ancient nebula contracted and began to swirl slowly like a turning of the
wheel, with the majority composition of hydrogen gas. The nebular condensation process began to attract gas and dust into its center of mass due to a
gravitational pull and emitted a radiation due to a raising pressure and temperature. After some billion years have passed, this condensation and
contraction will cause a massive accumulated mass that continues to grow until the temperature and pressure at its center will be high enough to
cause the nuclear fusion reaction, making its appearance like the gigantic red fireball. This is an origin of the new star called the sun which emanates

light, heat, and spreads out its gravitational influence to an approximate distance of 13 billions kilometers. The solar system is concerned with planets.
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EARTH FORMATION
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¢l Earth coalesced out from the solar systemI s planetary disc 4,560 millions years ago. It is the third planet from the sun and it is the only planet in
the solar system where retained heat keeps atmospheric temperature at a level that enables liquid water on the planetary surface. Earth is also the only
planet where a planetary atmospheric evolution process gives off oxygen gas. These factors give 1 Earthl its ability as a biosphere.

¢l Earth could be divided into four structural components based on the depth of the surface, consisting of;

1.8 Inner core: This is an extremely hard solid composed mainly of iron and nickel.

2.8 Outer core: This liquid layer has iron, oxygen, and sulfur as its movable main components.

3.8l Mantle: Mantle is the liquid layer with silicon, aluminum, and magnesium oxide as its movable major compositions. The mass contacted the

earthl s crust can be cooled down and become Granite. The mass, formed by a rapid cooling of magma that erupted out of the crust into lava, can
become Basalt. From that eruption, continents can be formed in various sizes, shaping plateaus, mountains and seas.

4.8l Crust: The crust is composed of lighter elements such as silicon which floats above an inner liquid. The crust can be classified into two portions

which is the land continent formed by granite and ocean basin basalt.

An atmosphere layer surrounding the earth is a gas mixture consisting of nitrogen, oxygen, argon, carbon dioxide etc.
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ROCK

¢l Rock means a solid mass consisting of one or more types of ore formed naturally. Rocks could be categorized into 3 classes based on their

formation.

1. Igneous rock. This kind of rock formed from a bloom of viscous magma under the earthl s crust that has been pushed upward and crystallized
into various minerals while cooled down slowly and settled as a surface rock. There are two subgroups of an igneous rock;

1.1¢ Intrusive igneous rock. This rock formed by a slow cooling process of subterranean magma and it has a mineral crystal of the size less than one
millimeter. Examples of intrusive igneous rocks are Granite, Diorite, and Gabbros.

1.28) Extrusive igneous rock or Volcanic rock. This class was formed by a rapid cooling of magma that erupted out of the crust into lava. In this case,
there are only small sized crystals or none formed at all. Examples of this class are Basalt, Andesite, and Rhyolite.

2.8) Sedimentary rock. These rocks formed by a sedimentation of various kinds of alluvium such as small rocks, mineral ores, pebbles, sands, eroded
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soils, or eroded bits and pieces from an original rock by natural processes such as streams, wind or sea tides which carried and settled them down as
rock on a basin.tl &1 & This sort of rock could be divided into two large categories by its texture:gl

2.1¢ Clastic sedimentary rock. This is a sedimentary rock with an original texture such as pebbles, sands, and eroded soils and therefore
distinguishable. Examples for this category include sandstones, shale, and conglomerate.

2.2¢1 Nonclastic sedimentary rock. Rocks in this category are a result of a chemical crystallization process, or from living organisms, where a texture
becomes too homogeneous to be able to identify their original states. The members of this category are limestone, chert, rock salt, coal etc.

3.¢1 Metamorphic rock. Metamorphic rock is a result of morphing process catalyzed by heat, pressure, and chemical reactions which changed its
texture, mineral composition, and structure. The morphing process occurs while these rocks are in their solid state. These metamorphism processes
could be classified into 2 subgroups :

3.1¢l Regional metamorphism: The process may take place over a broad region, with heat and pressure making changes to raw materials, causing new
mineral or crystal forms, and there may be rearrangement of minerals yielding a foliation in rocks such as Gneiss, Schist, and Slate.

3.2¢) Contact metamorphism: This process is caused by heat and chemical reactions due to subterranean solutions seeping up together with magma to
make contact with country rocks. Pressure has not much influence, while chemical reactions may produce new minerals to some parts or substitute
new minerals in place of old ones in the same rock. The resulting metamorphic rock will not have mineral rearrangement and may show a non-foliation

appearance. Examples of these rocks are marble and quartzite.
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¢l ELEMENTS

£l
Elements are substances which are composed of the same type of atoms. An atom is a very tiny particle and it is a fundamental component of every
substance. For example, sulfur, helium, or tin, are all elements because they are composed of only one type of atom, either it would be sulfur atoms,

helium atoms, or tin atoms which could not be split into smaller components.
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CLASSIFICATION OF ELEMENTS

¢l There are 115 elements discovered so far at present, but there are only 90 of them which occurred naturally. Elements could be classified into

metals, non-metals, and metalloids, and were placedgl by their sequence into a table called periodic table.
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METALS

¢l More than 75 percent of all elements are metals. Most of the metallic elements are dense and shiny. They have many applications because of their
strength and easy shaping property, plus their electrical and heat conductivity. Normally, metals were found in combined form with other elements in

the earthl s crust.

alane

' v

& wusigalany (NON-METAL) MARTuANEssnTIR 16 91 Gairannusaunaziivnles (anuuunsing dedugiuilaaesaisuew)s ngumgiivess alavy
4 gipuTureands (Weanada Arsuauy ninydu warlelan) aoulustiudduesvans o alavzuanainiien 11 aiey Wunim

alavize
R R R R R R R L R R R R L R R L R R R R L R R LR R
¢ ¢l

lalasiaue Auzdu
a a =
Fasuy AaeTu
ATLIAUE B1INBL
Tulmsiane Tusiiu
A0NTIAUY ATUADY
Wyasiue lalenu
a a

Hlaaus Fuau
Naanaiae snau

NON-METALS

¢l There are 16 non-metals found in nature. They are good as heat and electrical conductor (except for graphite, which is allotropy of carbon). At room

temperature, four types of non-metals are solid (phosphorus, carbon, sulfur, and iodine), bromine is a liquid, and 11 other elements exist in gas state.

NON-METALSES! ¢l ¢ ¢ ¢l ¢ ¢ & & &

21 21 €1 €1 €1 €1 e 1 1 €1 1 €l € 1 € € € € € € € € € € € € € €I €I Bl €I Bl BN BRI BRI BRI RN BB BRI EIEIEIEI R EI BRI ) EI I IRl Il el el el el
HYDROGENs# SULFUR

HELIUMgl CHLORINE
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NITROGEN# BROMINE
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NEON¢t XENON
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METALLOIDS
¢l Metalloids or semi-metals are not as good as an electrical conductor as non-metals, but they can be improved to bring about the good conductivity
property just like metals. For this reason, semi-metals were given a namel  semiconductorl . There are 9 metalloids, all are solids at room

temperature.

METALLOIDS

BORONgl ANTIMONY
SILICONg TELLURIUM
GERMANIUMe POLONIUM
ARSENICt ASTATINE
SELENIUMs!
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EARTHL S ELEMENTS

¢l The earthl s outmost structure is its crust, which composed primarily of five common elements. These elements are rarely found in their natural
state except for gold, most are likely to form a compound with others. Pure elements and compounds found in the earth crust are called minerals.

Minerals which consist mainly of metals are called ores.

&l 817 @"8ey

o

o sanauilusnadogaluilaenlany uﬂLﬂmluaﬂwmmumﬂusﬁ@ﬂﬂwmﬂuﬁﬂmm Tysusufanss uazsansaiueglidouuazivany
Fadulaneadongn

Powered by quataizng visun1m ng Iag JoomlaCorner.com W 7



COMMON ELEMENTS

¢l Oxygen is the most common element found in an earth crust, frequently formed as compound with silicon which is the second element in common
and also found in compound with aluminum and iron, which are the2l most common metals.
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MINERAL FORMATION

¢l The majority of minerals were formed by magma being pushed upward from deep under an earth crust, cooled down, and solidified. The condition of
solidified magma determines the type of geometrical shaped mineral, called crystal, to be formed. Crystals are formed by slow cooling of minerals. The

cooling process might happen too fast for any crystal to form. Under this circumstance, obsidian, the glossy glass-like black mineral, may occur.
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GROUPS OF MINERAL

¢l Minerals are divided into groups depending on their elemental combination. Minerals made solely of one element are called native elements.
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Carbonate: Carbonates are minerals formed by bonding with other elements like carbon and oxygen. They are most common after silicates.
Phosphorus: Phosphorus minerals are formed after elemental phosphorus has undergone chemical reactions with oxygen and other elements.

Silicate: Silicates are minerals composed of silica, a combined form of silicon and oxygen. They are the biggest group of mineral making 92 percent of

the earth crust.
Halide: Halide is a group of minerals including all of the halogen elements.
Sulfide (also spelled sulphide in British English): Sulfide is a group of minerals in which other elements binding with sulfur to give sulfide compounds.

¢l Many elements bind with oxygen in the earthl s crust to form a group of mineral scalled oxides. There are many other groups of mineral which

contain oxygen, all of which having a suffix T -atel while the first part of their name indicates other elements presented as their component.

MINERAL#el ELEMENTS
ARSENATE#lI ARSENIC
BORATE#l BORON
CHROMATE#l CHROMIUM
MOLIBDATE#l MOLIBDINUM
NITRATE#l NITROGEN
SULFATEsI SULFUR
TUNGSTEN#I TUNGSTEN
VANEDATE#l VANEDIUM
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MINING DISPLAY SECTION
THE HISTORY OF TIN MINING AND MINE TYPES FOUND IN PHUKET
¢l The historical record reveals that tin trading in Phuket was in the reign of Somdet Phra Ramathibodi Il, Portuguese came to buy tin ore in 1511 A.D.

Until the reign of Somdet Phra Ekathotsarot (Sanphet Il1) in 1607 A.D., Dutch came in. The tin trade climbed up dramatically during the reign of Somdet
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Phra Narai in 1685 A.D. by the French company who had monopolized the trade in Phuket.

¢l Tin mining in Phuket, from the long past to the reign of King Jetsadabodindra (Rama Ill) in Bangkokgl had always been small businesses depending
on labors without any help of technology. Villagers used a panning technique to find mineral ores in a stream while a city governor and/or investors did
it with ground sluicing and hill mining.

¢l In the mentioned period, there were more Chinese immigrants who were bringing new mining techniques such as open-cut mining and drifting that
needed higher skills, workforce, and investment funds, thus the city governor and Chinese investors changedgl these mining techniques by this time,
especially with open-cut mining which was the most popular mining technique at the time.

¢l By the end of King ChulalongkornI s (Rama V)& reign, mining operators took another step in their mining technique development and adopted
hydraulic mining, gravel pumping, and dredging.
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GROUND SLUICING
¢l Ground sluicing is an open mine technique used for residual deposit site or hill side using human power or pumping water through monitor to break
the mine front and let mineral containing soile! flow along with water through ditches through palongs. This kind of mining was often seen in operation

during the rainy season and suitable for investors who had a small fund.
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SHAFT MINING OR DRIFTING

Shaft mining (Drifting) is an underground mining technique for placer deposits with a thick overburden and no ores in an overburden depth. It use
workers to open a small square shaft padded with wood plank liners and installed with man-powered derrick to lift up soil and rock-ore mixture onto the
ground level. Underground tunnels were being constructed while air ventilation shafts were built simultaneously to allow adequate air circulation in the
mine. Mine workers may light candles in the tunnels to monitor an oxygen level for labors to breathe.
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OPENEAST OR OPEN-CUT MINING

Open-cut mining is a surface mining technique/ open pit mining technique used for placer deposits located in the nearby hillside. A surface soil layer is
drilled or exploded to allow access to ore-contained soil layer, then using workers, backhoes or mine loaders, and trucks to heave ore-contained soil
into ore cleaning process in an ore processing plant. Ore-containing rocks must be grinded to pieces using an ore-grinding mill before conveying them

to the wooden trough to wash and collect the ores.
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HYDRAULIC MINING

Hydraulic mining is an open pit mining technique used with placer deposits using a hydraulic elevator to pump ores into a palong or into 1 jigT ,
mineral processing equipment, utilizing water retained in a water reservoir on the high ground to give the power needed for ore-containing soil
pumping instead of using a gravel pump. Hydraulic mining has a significantly cheap expense to operate, but it needs high investment cost to build a

weir and water piping system.
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GRAVEL PUMPING

Gravel pumping is an open pit mining technique used with placer deposits by injecting water to break the surface soil. Some mines may use a backhoe
or a bulldozer or explosives to help coping with the task. Sandy soils and mineral ores gained by this process will be discharged to a sump and use a
gravel pump to suck them to a palong or other ore processing instruments such as jig. Gravel pumping is a popular mining technique because it has a

high productivity, low investment cost, and it does not require a big deposit area on site.
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DREDGING

¢l Dredge mining operation, or dredging, is a suitable technique for a big placer deposit that has been survey-approved for its abundant ore supply to
fulfill an investment margin. Most of the dredges used in Thailand are bucket ladder dredges which could dig up an underwater surface soil up to
ore-containing soil on the shore and pout them down into a drop chute on board, then separate sandy soil and fine sized ores using trammel and
sorting ores out with a jig, and every single process are operate on board.

gl

= ‘o

Li’a“]alﬂLLﬁ‘@’]LLi‘ﬂ“]m\iI@ﬂ

¢ Lﬁuw'ammLmuamm@mnmu(BUCKET LADDER DREDGES) mﬂmmmﬂ@@ﬂmum@mumummmnma (BUCKETS) #0ei1lumaanae BUCKET PINS
sz 30-100 gn LLm@y@nmmm 02033 @nmﬂmum AU wmﬂLLmuuﬂuLLaLﬂJmmmmmﬂuumﬂm WNaIUHL
mﬂmﬂ‘ummmwmwmummm\mLL? (PALONG) mmmmLLﬂmLTmen(JIG) R e TS

g ”Lummuwmmmhmmm ﬂuﬂivﬂ’ﬂuﬂﬂﬂ'&’]ﬂ‘ﬂ’mLLZ%ZQ’]EIWJ almiAresnanulugi °1Nmqm@uﬂ@umﬂimﬂﬂmmﬂwu\mmmmnummmuumm
vidaLAnage SPUDS 2 84 Tiein 3u-ad Taersaqnanuimi mﬁmnmumawma‘nmimﬂa‘vmm 450001 170,000 @nmﬂmummmm@u
wmmuwlﬂuw@ﬁqmmulmya:mmemmmwmmmmume@nﬂ@m (A IUN mﬂLm@wummmmgﬂummumm

g mﬂ’luﬁfm;m:ﬁLﬂ?’?"mﬁ'afaqﬂnmigwLLi'LL@xLLIﬂIQLLi 1;LLﬂ'iNr3LLi'(PALONG) LAz aTaLAILILLLAN (JIG) iennsunsus Wlavusazena
Tneluneninllunslulsaunausan

THE FIRST DREDGE IN THE HISTORY

The first dredge in the history was a bucket ladder dredge that was capable of digging up an overburden soil and bedded deposit with the buckets
that were interconnected by bucket pins, with an approximate number of 301 100 buckets for each vessel. Each bucket had a capacity of 027
0.33 cubic meters. They conveyed soils, sands, and ore-containing gravels into a destoning process using a trammel, and running through particle size
sorting into a palong or a jig which collects the ores.

Moving a dredge can be achieved by using two sling cables, a side cable and head cable with one end attached to an anchor on the river bank or the
shore, using mooring winches to slacken or tighten them. The dredge could also be mobilized by using two spuds moving up and down, also powered
by winches. The dredge could operate at a capacity of 45,000 1 170,000 cubic meters a month. For their power source, most dredges have a
steam engine, gas engine, or diesel engine installed onboard.

There are ore cleaning and processing machines onboard, for example, a palong and a jig to clean and process the ores onboard in one go.
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ORE ROASTING/ORE CALCINING DISPLAY SECTION

SMELTING ROOM

Tin ore separation and purifying process being done after the mining process is very simple because most of the tin ores came from a placer deposit,
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which is easy to be sorted and cleaned by its nature. Despite this simplicity, however, tin processing at presentt! is also aimed to separate by-product
minerals such as columbite, tantalite, monazite, scheelite, zircon, and xenotime, plus ore processing could purify mineral products to reach the mineral
ore market commercial standard too.

¢l For tin or smelting in Phuket, from Ayutthaya period to the dawn of
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221§l BRI IRl EIEIBIEIRIEIEIRIEIEIEI R BRI RIEIEIEIEIEIEIEI BRI EIE BRI E R R R E Ore miners must smelt down the raw ores into pure ores
before selling them, using a simple roasting technique to melt down the ores and separate them from impurities. When mining business evolved into
dredge platforms afterward, the British investors built their own smelting facility in Penang utilizing the new technology therefore Phuket halted their

smelting using the old technology and turned to an export business of raw ores instead.
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VARIOUS METHODS FOR ORE DRESSING AND/OR ORE PROCESSING

-¢1 Ore processing using gravimetric method, such as jig, shaking table, and palong

-¢1 Ore dressing using a magnetic separator

-¢1 Ore dressing using static charge or high voltage electric current
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WILLOUGHBY WASHER MACHINE

¢l Willoughby washer machine is common for tin ore dressing use. It is a rectangular box with a screen mesh at the bottom. The Mesh size is ranging
between 1/32 1 1/16 inch with 1 centimeter gap between each hole. There is the water inlet pipe located under the screen along the overall length
of a washerl s body to enable uniform water distribution. Water must be fed into the machine while it operates, with an operator to feed ores from
above. Small particle ores and lighter ores will be washed out on the water surface while heavier ores sink down and accumulate on the screen. Ore

feeding stops when enough accumulation is collected and ores are gathered from the screen.

LASRILENLNLMANEANAINATY (RING TYPE MAGNETIC SEPARATOR MACHINE)
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RING TYPE MAGNETIC SEPARATOR MACHINE

A ring type magnetic separator machine is composed of a mirror dish or an ore feeding conveyor for a separation, or multi doge dishes. Ores will pass
under magnets, the lower magnet is flat and the upper one is placed over a conveyor. The upper magnet has a diameter bigger than a conveyor width
and it has a ring-shaped rim to focus a magnetic field to high flux. Tin ores will not be influenced by a magnetic field whereas other by product ores
such as limonite and wolfram are attracted to an edge of the disc and being carried away from magnetic field influence zone, which is further away
from the conveyor width and released into a paramagnetic mineral bin. Tin ores remain on a conveyor or feeding disc and are swept into a

non-magnetic mineral bin.

wsaanenusaaglWwnadng (ELECTROSTATIC SEPARATOR MACHINE)
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ELECTROSTATIC SEPARATOR MACHINE

Electrostatic conveyor relies on a separation principle that benefits from a different electric conductivity for each kind of ore. For tin ore dressing, an ore
processing instrument finds common use to separate tin from scheelite which occurred together in their deposit site.

The working principle of an ore separator is based on an electric current that flow through an electrode while a roller is spun by an electric motor. This
mechanism induces an opposite electrostatic charge on the surface. When ores come between an electrode and a roller, ores with high electric
conductivity will be induced to produce electric charge on their surfaces, opposite from the one on an electrode resulting in a rejection between ore
particles and the roller having the same electric charge while non-induced particle pass through. The rejection between ore particles and the roller

could be observed as ore particles sprang away from the roller into a receiving slit, away from another kind of ores that separated into another slit.¢l &
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IMMIGRATION OF PHUKET POPULATION

Chinese people, each holding a mat and cushion, migrated from China to this region by Chinese junks. Tin demand worldwide triggered a flood of
immigrants looking for an opportunity in the mining business. These Chinese people made their settlements in Phuket and blended their own culture

into the local culture providing uniqueness in this region, inherited from one generation to another thus resulting in its magical charm today.

KATHU COMMUNITY AND TIN MINING

Kathu village, Kathu district, was a rich ore deposit site for tin. European traders came to establish companies which acted as the tin ore buyers since
Ayutthaya. Until 1785 A.D., when Burmese invaded the country and attacked the city of Thalang, forcing some town people to flee and join up with
Chinese people in the Kathu community in the Kathu village thus enlarging the Kathu community with the result that a boom of tin ore mining activities
which developed to a machinery mining operation at last. At present Kathu people do not work for tin mining anymore because the price in the world
market has gone down to ash and tin ore deposit has been carelessly depleted.
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ARCHIVE ROOM DISPLAY SECTION

THE HISTORY OF THAILANDL S FIRST VEGETARIAN FESTIVAL INITIATES BY KATHU DISTRICT TOWN PEOPLE

Kathu district was an old Phuket town that dates back to the high time of the tin mining industry. At that time, this region was full of disease and jungle.
Chinese people in Kathu had an answer to lift these misfortunes by calling upon each of the holy divine spirits they worshiped to give them their
blessings and to keep worshippers out of mischief and dangers.

Once, there was a Chinese opera group who came to give their performance at Kathu district. After the plays had been continued for almost a year, all

members of the opera group were ill and they realized that they had not yet been devoted themselves to an annual Chinese vegetarian tradition they
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used to do every year back when they stayed in China. Thus, opera group members made their decision to make a draft version of their vegetarian
ceremony at their theater because there was no expert, nor skilled staff to do the proper ceremony. The result was miraculous disappearance of their
illness which indeed was a surprise to the Kathu town folk, so the believers adopted the tradition and celebrate the vegetarian festival every year since.
After that, in 1855 A.D. the proper form of Chinese vegetarian tradition was done by bringing 1 Hiao hoil (a smoke from incense sticks),
scriptures, religious texts, and 1 Lian tuil (name badge) from Chinal s Kang Sai province by keeping incense sticks lit all along the way on
their journey. The (supposed to be) holy items and relics came ashore at Bang Neow pier, and the proper vegetarian tradition of Kathu folks begins and
is carried out to date. The traditional vegetarian festival, or called 1 kin phaki (means 1 Vegetarian Festivall  )orl  chia chail (by

Chinese pronunciation) by Phuket people is celebrated during the new moon to the 9th day of the moon in the ninth month every year.
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