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Geology of the Andaman : From Deep Blue Sea to Towering Mountain Peaks

AULABLUILARNLULAZEUNS (Land of Mountainous and Rich ore Deposits)
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The Andaman Coast is the land ofr mountainous terrain and rich ore deposts. Running parallel to the Andaman coastline are two important mountain

chains-Phuket Range and Nakhon Si Thammarat Range.

eINel ¢ ¢l ¢ ¢ ¢l Phuket Range; the geology of this range, one of the southern sections of the cordillera from Tibet, is formed of mudstone, sandstone,
and shale. On its southern end arise limestone and granite, the latter of which is a source of the tin ore mineral straddling the provinces of Ranong,
PhangNga, and Phuket. Tin in nature is an ore in the shape of a hard rock known as cassiterite (tin dioxide) whose hardness is equal to quartz. Mostly
gray to black, it turns white when scratched. It is resistant to smelting, and must be ground into powder and mixed with coal (carbon) before being

smelted to produce pure molten tin.

eIl ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ Nakhon Si Thammarat Range; the mountain chain consists of siltstone, mudstone, and purplish-ted sandstone, interspersed with

limestone. KhaolLuang, the Southl s highest elevation, is basically granite in composition.

NIULNIT 2 INLLAadUANY (Flatland on the Andaman Coast)
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Running along the Andaman coastline are strips of flatland, the result of the subsidence of the earth crust. Many beaches on the shore assume a
concave shape. Also dotting the landscape are high cliffs, rocks and karsts. Through millennia of exposure to gales and tide currents, there occur
several fascinating natural wonders unigue to the marine landscape, most of which become popular tourist attractions. These exotic contours include a
sea cave called Phra Nang cave, Krabi province; a sea arch called Lot cave in AoPhangNga Marine National Park, PhangNga province; a natural

bridge at Khaiisland, Tarutao Marine National Park, Satun province; and a stack called Tapu island in AoPhangNga Marine National Park, PhangNga

province.
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e & & & & & & ¢ ¢ ¢l ¢l ¢l ¢l ¢ &) The Andaman Sea off the Thai waters is almost entirely situated on the continental shelf. The depths of the sea during

this stretch range from 200 to 1,400 meters.
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Mangrove Forests Where the Land and Sea Intermingle)
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Andaman Center
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