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Endemic Vegetation of the Andaman
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The name Andaman conjures up in most peopIeT s minds a breathtaking image of tropical,sun-drenched beach and turquoise sea. But it is not the
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only endowment of the Andaman, for the coastal region also boasts a rich store of diverse plant species, some very rare and to be found only in certain

areas of the Southern Region.
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Two species of this palm are found, one having red crowns. Metroxylonsagu and the other white crowns.Metroxylonrumphill. The Sakhu paint plays an
important role for local communities. Its leaves, sewn together, are used for roofing, as well as to wrap a broiled confection. KhanomChak. The leafstalk
(petiole) is used in building an animal pen; its bark in weaving mats. The starchy pith of the plant is turned into the popular dessert KhanomSakhu.
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Para Rubber-Southernl s Earth-based Treasure and Valuable Asset

The rubber plant belongs in the genus Heveo, particularly Heveabrasilliensis, originally endemic to the Amazon River basin and rainforest of Brazil and
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Peru. The word 1 Paral refers to a Brazilian state, the oountryT s hub of rubber trade. Para rubber trees were for the first time brought into
Thailand in the reign of King Chulalongkorn (King Rama V) by PhraSathonSathanphithak under the initiative of TrangT s governor Phraya
RatsadanupraditMahisonPhakdi (KhoSim Bi Na Ranong), 1899-1901 , who played an instrumental role in promoting the rubber plant growing and
rubber industry in the country. PhraSathonSathanphitak planted the first rubber plants, token from Indonesia, in Kantang district, Trang province. Today

only one of the piats remains standing at a spot in front of the Kantang Agricultural Cooperative office.
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